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John  Cardinal  Cody 
To  Dedicate  Buildings 


His  Eminence,  John  Cardinal  Cody 


Dedication  and  blessing  of  the  $2 
million  Goppert  Theatre  and  Borserine 
Nurse  Education  Centre  will  be  at  3 
p.m.  on  November  3.  The  ceremonies 
will  include  the  dedication  of  Ridgway 
Hall,  one  of  the  college’s  two  resi- 
dence halls,  completed  in  1971;  the 
Hodes  Education  Center  in  lower 
Carondelet  Hall,  completed  in  1973, 
and  Foyle  Hall,  the  faculty  residence- 
chapel,  1967. 

His  Eminence,  John  Cardinal  Cody, 
Archbishop  of  Chicago,  will  officiate. 
Local  civic  and  church  leaders  will  join 
in  the  ceremonies  in  the  new  complex. 
Open  house  will  follow  until  5:30  p.m. 

The  new  facility  will  serve  not  only 
the  college  but  the  Kansas  City  com- 
munity as  well  with  its  theatre,  con- 


ference and  seminar  rooms  and 
classrooms. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  Goppert 
Theatre  and  Borserine  Nurse  Educa- 
tion Centre  on  January  17,  1973.  The 
complex  was  financed  through  federal 
grants  under  Title  I,  Higher  Education 
Act,  and  the  Nurses  Training  Act,  an 
interest-subsidized  federal  loan  and 
contributions  from  private  sources. 

Modern  Theatre 

The  500-seat  Goppert  Theatre 
features  a proscenium-thrust  stage. 
The  stage  itself  contains  trap  doors  so 
that  an  actor  may  drop  through  to  the 
room  below  and  re-enter  the  produc- 
tion from  another  part  of  the  stage. 
The  semi-circular  seating  arrangement 
provides  excellent  viewing  from  any 
seat  in  the  house.  Special  removable 
seats  to  accomodate  wheel  chairs  are 
a unique  aspect  of  the  theatre.  The 
sophisticated  sound  and  lighting  sys- 
tems of  the  theatre  offer  unlimited 
technical  possibilities  as  well  as  pro- 
fessional training  for  theatre  students. 

The  second  level  of  the  theatre  con- 
tains dressing  rooms,  costume 
construction  and  storage  rooms  and 
make-up  rooms.  The  scene  shop  and 
loading  dock  are  at  the  rear  of  the 
stage. 

Music  Wing 

The  Borserine  Nurse  Education 


Centre  contains  the  nursing  faculty 
offices,  conference  and  seminar 
rooms  and  classrooms.  A wing  of  the 
building  houses  the  music  department 
faculty  and  acoustically-sound  recital 
and  practice  rooms. 

The  nurse  education  center  allows 
for  more  individual  counseling  of  stu- 
dents. Avila  College,  offering  the  only 
four-year  baccalaureate  degree  pro- 
gram in  nursing  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  now  has  368  students  in  the 
program.  The  department  has  ex- 
perienced an  annual  growth  of  27%  a 
year  for  each  of  the  past  five  years. 

New  Nursing  Curriculum 

The  facility  makes  possible  the 
opportunity  for  developing  a new  cur- 
riculum in  nursing  which  provides  for 
self-pacing  for  the  individual  student. 
This  is  accomplished  through  the 
learning  lab  which  is  equipped  with 
audio-visual  aids  to  reinforce  learning. 

The  new  nurse  education  center  will 
serve  the  community  by  providing  the 
facilities  for  a continuing  education 
program  for  Kansas  City  area  nurses. 

Preparing  students  for  the  new  role 
of  the  nurse  in  extended-care  activities 
is  made  possible  through  the  expan- 
sion of  the  department.  Expansion  has 
allowed  too  for  the  implementation  of 
the  career  mobility  program  which 
assists  registered  nurses  to  return  for 
a baccalaureate  degree  in  nursing. 


Homecoming  Festivities  Draw  Alumni  and  Friends 


The  highlight  of  the  recent  Homecoming  was  the  recog- 
nition of  the  members  of  the  ten,  twenty-five  and  fifty-year 
classes.  Receiving  Avila  pendants  from  Sr.  Olive  Louise 
(right)  are  Golden  Jubiliarians  (left  to  right)  Miss  Annadele 


Riley,  Miss  Mary  Lee  O’Brien,  Mrs.  Edmund  Smith  (Anna 
May  Hogan)  and  Sr.  Rita  Marie,  C.S.J.  (Helen  Bushman). 
Alumni  and  their  guests  enjoyed  an  evening  of  dancing 
following  an  earlier  tour  and  buffet. 
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Theatre  Guild 
Presents  Gift 


Presenting  a check  of  $2500  to  Sr. 
Olive  Louise  for  the  purchase  of  a gold 
velvet  curtain  for  the  stage  of  the 
Goppert  Theatre  are  (left)  Theatre 
Guild  president  Mrs.  Charles  D. 
Schmidt  (Mary  Holland  ’67)  and  Mrs. 
Jerry  Taylor  (Janet  McCullough  ’67), 
treasurer. 

The  gift  to  the  theatre  was  made 
possible  through  funds  raised  in  an 
Avila  night  at  the  Waldo  Astoria  last 
year. 

On  hand  for  the  occasion  are  Sr. 
Felice  Helmes  (second  from  right), 
professor  emerita  of  the  speech  and 
theatre  department,  and  Dr.  William 
Louis,  chairman  of  the  fine  arts 
department.  The  presentation  was 
made  in  the  Helmes  room,  named  in 
honor  of  Sr.  Felice  who  is  the  founder 
of  the  Avila  speech  and  theatre 
department  and  of  the  Theatre  Guild. 

The  Theatre  Guild  is  an  organization 
of  women  who  publicize  the  theatre 
productions  and  assist  in  the  ticket 
booth  and  act  as  ushers  for  the 
productions. 
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Avila  Receives  Grant  to  Develop  Medical  Technology 


Avila  College  has  been  awarded  a 
grant  of  $18,144  by  the  Missouri  Re- 
gional Medical  Program  for  the  devel- 
opment of  a coordinated  medical  tech- 
nology education  program.  The  pro- 
gram is  being  developed  by  Avila  in 
cooperation  with  St.  Joseph’s  and  St. 
Luke’s  Hospitals.  The  project  director 
is  Virginia  Johnston,  medical  tech- 
nology coordinator  at  Avila. 

In  the  Avila  College  medical  tech- 
nology program  the  academic  years 
and  the  clinical  year  in  St.  Joseph’s  or 
St.  Luke’s  Hospitals  are  all  under  one 
admission.  In  most  programs  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  medical  tech- 
nology students  must  seek  admission 


to  a college  for  course  work  and  three 
years  later  must  try  on  their  own  to 
gain  admittance  to  a hospital  for  the 
clinical  experience  where  admission  is 
not  automatic.  The  purpose  of  the  new 
program  is  to  improve  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  health-care  personnel  for 
the  people  of  Missouri. 


The  Avila  College  community  ex- 
tends its  condolences  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  H.  Goppert  on  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Goppert’s  mother,  Mrs.  Cecil 
Scribner,  on  September  30,  1974.  A 
memorial  scholarship  fund  has  been 
established  at  Avila  in  Mrs.  Scribner’s 
name. 


Kansas  City  Area  Media  Hosted  at  Annual  Avila  Party 


i 


Members  of  Kansas  City’s  media 
were  hosted  recently  at  the  annual 
Media  Appreciation  Night  on  campus. 
Guests  were  treated  to  a tour  of  the 
new  Goppert  Theatre  while  a combo 
entertained  on  stage.  Tours  included  a 
walk  through  the  vomitory,  an 
entrance  which  pierces  the  banks  of 
seats  allowing  actors  access  to  the 
stage  from  the  seating  area  (above), 


and  a view  of  the  costume  construc- 
tion room,  make-up  room,  set  con- 
struction area  and  sound  and  lighting 
booths.  A social  hour  followed  in  the 
foyer  joining  the  theatre  to  the  Borser- 
ine  Nurse  Education  Center. 


